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AMERICAN PUBLIC POWER ASSOCIATION

2600 VIRGINIA AVENUE NW WASHINGTON DC 20037 22333920O

JUNE 1979

FROM BILL BECKER ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEER

SUBJECT

4E 1ORADUM

TO APPA MEMBER UTILITIESUTILITIE

POLYCHIORINATED BIPHENYLSBIPHENYL PCBSPCB PROMULGATION OF

FINAL REGULATIONSREGULATION

THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY PROMULGATED FINAL RULESRULE
ON MAY 31 1979 FR VOL44 NO106 PP3151331568 WHICH STRICTLY
REGULATE THE MANUFACTURE PROCESSING DISTRIBUTION IN COMMERCE AND
USE OF POLYCHIORINATED BIPHENYLSBIPHENYL PCBSPCB UNDER THE TOXIC SUBSTANCE
CONTROL ACT

THE REGULATIONSREGULATION EFFECTIVE AS OF JULY 1979 PROHIBIT

MANUFACTURING OF PCBSPCB AFTER JULY 1979 UNLESSUNLES
SPECIFICALLY EXEMPTED BY EPA
PROCESSING DISTRIBUTION IN COMMERCE AND USE OF
PCBSPCB EXCEPT IN TOTALLY ENCLOSED MANNER AFTER

JULY 1979 AND

ALL PROCESSING AND DISTRIBUTION IN COMMERCE OF

PCBSPCB AFTER JULY 1979 UNLESSUNLES SPECIFICALLY EXEMPTED
BY EPA

THE FINAL RULESRULE MAKE EXTENSIVE CHANGESCHANGE TO THE PROPOSED RE
GULATIONSGULATION OF JUNE 1978 WHILE MORE ELABORATE ANALYSISANALYSI OF TH

MODIFICATIONSMODIFICATION IS INCLUDED IN THE PREAMBLE TO THE FINAL REGULATIONSREGULATION
THE MAJOR CHANGESCHANGE TO THE INITIAL PROPOSAL FOLLOW

EPA HAS ADOPTED 50 PARTSPART PER MILLION PPMREGULATORY
POINT INDICATING THAT ALL SUBSTANCESSUBSTANCE MIXTURESMIXTURE OR ARTICLESARTICLE WITH

GATER THAN 50 PPM WOULD BE SUBJECT TO THE FINAL PCB REGULATIONS
ONE EXCEPTION TO THISTHI RULE IS THE PROHIBITION OF THE USE OF

WASTE OIL AS SEALANT COATING OR DUST CONTROL AGENT IF THE OIL

CONTAINSCONTAIN ANY DETECTABLE CONCENTRATION OF PCBS EPA IS RELAXIN
THE ECONOMIC BURDEN OF COMPLYING WITH STRICT 50 PPM CUTOFF HOWEVER
BY ALLOWING ALTERNATIVE DISPOSAL METHODSMETHOD FOR WASTESWASTE CONTAINING
BETWEEN 50 PPM AND 500 PPM OF PCBS YOU MAY RECALL THAT APPA IN
ITS SUBMISSION OF TESTIMONY TO EPA ON AUGUST 1978 HAD ARGUED FOR
TNISTNI TYPE OF FLEXIBILITY BY STATING THAT ELECTRIC UTILITIESUTILITIE PAR
TICULARLY THE SMALLER PUBLICLYOWNED POWER SYSTEMSSYSTEM WOULD HAVE
TO CONDUCT EXPENSIVE TESTSTEST TO DETERMINE WHETHER GIVEN TRANSFORMER
CONTAINED LESSLES THAN 50 PPM OF PCESPCE OR ASSUME THE PRESENCE OF 50 PPM
AND FOLLOW BURDENSOME AND EXPENSIVE REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS EPA
IS STILL ADOPTING POSTURE THAT TRANSFORMER WILL BE ASSUMED TO
CONTAIN OVER 00 PPM OF PCBSPCB IF THE TRANSFORMER DOESDOE NOT HAVE
NAMEPLATE OR IF INFORMATION IS NOT AVAILABLE TO INDICATE THE TYPE
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OF DIELECTRIC FLUID IN IT

EPA HAS ESTABLISHED SEVERAL CATEGORIESCATEGORIE OF TRANSFORMERSTRANSFORMER IN TS
FINAL REGULATIONSREGULATION BASED UPON THE CONCENTRATION OF POESPOE IN THE
TRANSFORMER POE TRANSFORMERSTRANSFORMER PCBCONTAMJNATED TRANSFORMERSTRANSFORMER

AND NONPCB TRANSFORMERSTRANSFORMER ARE TRANSFORMERSTRANSFORMER CONTAINING CONCENTRATIONSCONCENTRATION
OF POESPOE OF GREATER THAN 500 PPM BETWEEN 50 PPM AND 500 PPM AND
LESSLES THAN 50 PPM RESPECTIVELY THILE NONPCB TRANSFORMERSTRANSFORMER ARE
GENERALLY NOT COVERED BY THE FINAL RULE STRICT REGULATIONSREGULATION DO EXIST
FOR DISPOSING REBUILDING AND STORING FLUIDSFLUID FROMPOB TRANSFORNERSTRANSFORNER
AND PCBCONTARNINATED TRANSFORMERS

SPECIFICALLY FLUIDSFLUID FROM POECONTAMINATED TRANSFORMERSTRANSFORMER NAY
BE DISPOSED OF IN HIGH EFFICIENCY BOILERSBOILER IN CHEMICAL WASTE LAND
FILLSFILL OR IN SPECIAL INCINERATORSINCINERATOR DESIGNATED IN ANNEX OF THE
FINAL REGULATIONSREGULATION WHILE FLUIDSFLUID FROM PCBTRANSFORMERSPCBTRANSFORMER MUST BE
DISPOSED OF BY SPECIAL INCINERATION ANNEX ONLY APPA HAD URGED
IN ITS AUGUST 1978 STATEMENT TO EPA THAT IT WAS NECESSARY FOR THE
AGENCY TO DEVISE ALTERNATIVESALTERNATIVE TO HIGH TEMPERATURE INCINERATION OF
MINERAL OIL DIELECTRIC FLUID THE AGENCY APPEARSAPPEAR TO HAVE PLACATED
THESE CONCERNSCONCERN BY ALLOWING DISPOSAL OF TRANSFORMERSTRANSFORMER WITH 50500 PPOF PCBSPCB IN HIGH EFFICIENCY BOILERSBOILER OR SPECIAL CHEMICAL WASTE
LANDFILLS

SERVICING REQUIREMENTSREQUIREMENT SUBJECT PCECONTAMINATED TRANSFORMER
TO RELATIVELY FEW RESTRICTIONSRESTRICTION WHILE SERVICING REGULATIONSREGULATION FOR
PCE TRANSFORMERSTRANSFORMER PROHIBIT THE REMOVAL OF THE COIL FROM THE

CASING AND REQUIRE FLUIDSFLUID REMOVED FROM THE TRANSFORMER TO BE
REUSED AS DIELECTRIC FLUID OR DISPOSED OF IN SPECIAL INCINERATO
FURTHERMORE SERVICING ON PCB TRANSFORMERSTRANSFORMER MAY REQUIRE AN EPA
EXEMPTION IF PCBTRANSFORMERSPCBTRANSFORMER ARE SERVICED BY OUTSIDE FIRMSFIRM AND
THEREFORE DISTRIBUTED IN COMMERCE

IF ANY MEMBERSMEMBER ARE INTERESTED IN OBTAINING COPY OF THE FIN
REGULATIONSREGULATION ANDOR SUMMARY PREPARED BY EPA PLEASE DO NOT HESIT
TO CONTACT ME
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